
 

 

 

 

 

 

                        
 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

 

 

What a wonderful and action-packed term it has been here at Yatton Schools! Our pupils 

have embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm and curiosity. Year 4 thoroughly 

enjoyed stepping back in time on their trip to Caerleon, while Year 5 pupils explored the 

SS Great Britain and took part in a fantastic Science Day. Some of our Year 5 children also 

loved their visit to Chew Valley Farm, and many represented the school brilliantly at the 

Cross Country event alongside Year 6. 

 

The whole school came together to acknowledge World Mental Health Day, wearing 

yellow and taking time to talk about the importance of mental wellbeing — and how 

simple acts of kindness can make such a difference. Our Kindness Ambassadors also 

worked with The School of Kindness on an inspiring project that reminded us all how 

powerful kindness can be. 

 

We were fortunate to welcome a cyber crime police officer who delivered engaging and 

important online safety talks to all pupils. Our Harvest celebrations were another highlight, 

with incredibly generous donations from our school community, the Junior Harvest service 

at the church, and the Infant Harvest service held in school. And to top off an already 

exciting term — we even ended with a plane on the playground! 

 

As we take a breath and look towards next term, we know it will be just as busy and full of 

wonderful learning opportunities. We’re looking forward to Year 1 and Year 2 moving into 

the new build, welcoming Joe Wicks to help us celebrate, hosting Diana Award training for 

our new Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, enjoying the YSA Fireworks event, and of course, all 

of our magical Christmas celebrations. Next term will also be a very special one as we 

prepare to say a heartfelt farewell to our wonderful headteacher, Jo Keeble. 

Have a wonderful half term,  

 

With warm regards, 

Mrs Howard and Mrs Clarke 
 

New build moving plans! 
We are very excited that after half term, the Y1 

& Y2 children will be in the new building and 

the temporary classrooms will be fenced off in 

readiness to be converted back to the school 

field. The Co-op gate will re-open for parents 

to drop off and pick up.  

 

 

 

There will be a pathway across to the Junior 

school from there, and it will also be linked 

back up to the reception classrooms, so all 

parents can use that entrance if they wish. 

 

On the first day back, all Y1 & Y2 pupils should 

be dropped off at the Infant school hall and 
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they will then be shown around and taken to 

their new class by their teachers so that they 

are familiar with the lay out.  

 

We will put up some temporary signs to direct 

you and staff will be at the gate to assist.  

 

From Wednesday 5th November the Y1 classes 

will come in from the external doors facing the 

Co-op car park and the Y2 classes will go 

around the end of the building into the 

courtyard and go into their classrooms from 

there. 

 

There will be an opportunity on Tuesday 4th 

November for Y1 parents and on Weds 5th for 

Y2 parents collecting at 3:20pm to come in to 

have a quick tour of the new buildings. 

 

Breakfast club will be moved back into the 

newly refurbished Infants Hall. 

 

Joe Wicks is coming back! 
As we are sure the children have told you, Joe 

Wicks will be coming back to ‘open’ our new 

school on 12 November. We are thrilled to 

welcome him back! 

 

Please note: this event is for the children only, 

unfortunately we will not be able to 

accommodate any parents/carers. 

 

It is very likely filming will take place, which will 

be posted on social media. We will follow 

parents’ wishes regarding this as per the 

current GDPR permissions you have given. If 

we do not have permission for filming or 

posting to social media then your child will still 

be fully involved, but in a section that is not 

being filmed – they will not miss out on 

anything! 

If you wish to change your permissions then 

please contact the school office. 

 

Y5 SS Great Britain trip 
On Thursday 9th October, year 5 went on a 

school trip to SS Great Britain in Bristol.  The 

children were very excited as we were all on 

one coach which seated 100 people and 

thankfully, the coach journey was 

straightforward and we didn’t hit any traffic, I 

am not sure I could have listened to many 

more renditions of the wheels of the bus if it 

had taken longer!  

 

We were very lucky with the weather and had 

lovely sunshine all day which meant the  

children were able to spend a decent amount 

of time looking around all the outside exhibits.  

We split into small groups but moved around 

as a class with different starting points so 

everyone could see the exhibits closely.  The 

children were able to go aboard SS Great 

Britain and experience life on board this 

amazing ship.  They learnt that the first-class 

passengers got a very different experience 

than the third-class passengers.  The lower 

down in the ship your cabin was, the more 

cramped and smellier it became.  There were 

a number of mannequins which on occasions 

made the children jump as they were very 

lifelike.  

 

Children got the opportunity to steer the ship 

by turning the captain’s wheel and also to 

scrub the deck as a deckhand. 

The children got the opportunity to see 

underneath the ship and learn about what 

made this ship special (namely the hull was 

built of steel and it had a propeller).  The 

children were amazed that they could see 

underneath the ship.  

 



They learnt that in order to preserve the ship for 

future generations, the air has to be warm and 

dry.  Some of the children observed that it was 

like being in a desert.   

 

There was a museum dedicated to the life and 

work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel and the 

children were able to touch and explore 

objects in each of the rooms.  The experience 

culminated in a video of life inside Brunel’s 

mind.  The children learnt about the impact 

that the Brunel’s inventions had on Bristol and 

the UK in general.  They got the opportunity to 

sit inside a train carriage that gave a rather 

bumpy ride. They also learnt that Clifton 

Suspension Bridge is one of Brunel’s inventions. 

The final museum was the Dockyard Museum 

where children learnt about the type of 

people who would have been passengers 

onboard the SS Great Britain.  

They also got the opportunity to dress up in 

Victorian style clothing and to try out a top hat 

just like the one Brunel was famous for wearing. 

The children behaved extremely well and 

moved around the area respectfully which 

was very pleasing.  Hopefully they came home 

and told you all about their amazing trip and 

hopefully they learnt about the impact of 

Brunel’s inventions on trade in Bristol. 

 

Year 5 trip to Chew Valley Farm  
A group of enthusiastic Year 5s spent the 

day at Chew Valley Community Farm, 

which is on the slopes of Chew Valley Lake, 

to find out how organic food grows and 

how wild life can thrive in this  

environment.   

 
 

After harvesting a selection of herbs and 

vegetables, including chard, pumpkin, 

parsley and mint, we headed off to the 

wooden Round House to make, cook and 

eat filo pastry parcels which contained our 

harvested food along with feta cheese.  Our 

filo parcels were delicious!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After a quick visit to the composting toilets, 

the day ended with a nature quiz in 

amongst edible flowers, raised herb beds 

and a pond.  The children were great 

ambassadors for our school and everyone 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

 



Plane on the playground! 

 

 
 
What? There's a plane in the playground? 

Yes, it WAS a plane! Some of you may have 

spotted a 2 seater aircraft on the junior 

playground today.  This was no mistake! The 

aircraft belongs to Mission Aviation Fellowship 

(MAF) and it spent the whole day at school as 

part of a community weekend with Yatton 

Methodist Church.  

 

The day started off with an assembly, led by a 

member of the MAF team, and was followed 

by class visits throughout the day to the plane 

where children had the opportunity to sit in the 

cockpit and learn more about MAF.  Despite 

the changeable weather, it will be a day to 

remember for quite a long time and a great 

way to end the term.   

 

There is another opportunity to see the plane 

up close as it will be on display at the 

Methodist Church carpark tomorrow (Saturday 

25th Oct) between 10am and 3pm.  Lunch will 

be available and the opportunity to use a 

flight simulator and to sit in the plane.  Do go 

along! 

 

MAF is a Christian organization that provides 

aviation, communications, and learning 

technology services to more than 1,000 

Christian and humanitarian agencies, as well 

as thousands of isolated missionaries and 

indigenous villagers in the world's most remote 

areas. https://maf-uk.org/ . 

 

  

 

 

 

 

             Junior Library Now Open!              
We are excited to share that the Junior Library 

is now fully open and operating again! 

Children can borrow books on their allocated 

library day during break times and lunchtime. 

Once a book is borrowed, they can keep it 

until they have finished reading it, then simply 

return it before choosing a new one. 

As a school, we believe that reading is the key 

to so many areas of learning and knowledge. 

The more children read at home and in their 

spare time, the more they develop a lifelong 

love of reading. 

Library Days by Year Group: 

¶ Monday – Year 3 

¶ Wednesday – Year 4 

¶ Thursday – Year 5 

¶ Friday – Year 6 

Please encourage your child to visit the library 

on their allocated day and borrow one of our 

fabulous books! 

 

“The Power of Play: Rediscovering 

Childhood in the Digital Age.” 
This new content is designed for KS1 and KS2 

parents and is an exciting development in 

Papaya’s portfolio.  

Date: Tuesday 25th November 2025 

Time: 8:00 pm – 9:30 pm 

To book go to....  

https://www.papayatalks.com/news-and-

events/upcoming-events-cheltenham-230925 

 

Parents Evening 
If you haven’t booked a slot for parents 

evening yet, please call the office to book this 

in for you. We appreciate that the on-line 

system is not the easiest to use and we will be 

looking at alternative systems for future 

parents’ evenings. 

 

No large bags please 
Due to limited storage space, we kindly ask 

that you avoid bringing large bags for your 

children. Smaller bags with only the essentials 

are greatly appreciated and help us keep the 

area safe and organized for everyone. 

Thank you for your understanding and 

cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://maf-uk.org/
https://www.papayatalks.com/news-and-events/upcoming-events-cheltenham-230925
https://www.papayatalks.com/news-and-events/upcoming-events-cheltenham-230925


Names and classes 
When you email the school office or leave a 

message on the absence line, please can you 

give your child’s full name (first name and 

surname) as well as their class or teacher’s 

name.  

This will enable us to deal with your query more 

quickly and saves us invaluable time in looking 

up details on the 17 class lists, especially if their 

surname differs from yours. Thank you. 

 

Theme Day Menu November 
 

 
 

 

Car Park Gates 
In order to increase security and the safety of 

our pupils, the staff car park gates will be 

automated after half term (we do not yet 

have an exact date for this). The vehicle gate 

will be open from 6.30am until 8.30am to allow 

drop off to breakfast club.  

 

The pedestrian gate will remain open for 

parents to drop off until all gates are closed 

shortly after 9am.  

 

Once the gates are closed, visitors will need to 

use an intercom which will be linked to the 

school office. The midwife centre will also have 

an intercom with a separate call button.  

 

The pedestrian gate will be re-opened from 

3.10pm but the vehicle gate will not re-open 

until 4pm for after school club pick-ups. 

 

Permit holders and blue badge holders will 

need to use the intercom and will be 

permitted entry by the school office. We would 

ask that anyone without a permit or blue 

badge no longer uses the car park to drop off 

and pick up, thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Important dates coming up: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Term 2   Monday 3rd November 2025 to Friday 19th December 2025  

INFANTS JUNIORS 
03.11.25 INSET DAY  

6/11/25 and 11/11/25 Parent Consultations 

 

 

07/11/25 YFSA FIREWORKS 

10/11/25 Anti-Bullying week 

11/11/25 Remembrance Day` 

14/11/25 Children in Need 

24/11/25 Tulip Photography for 

Individuals/siblings 

 

27/11/25 Infant choir Showcase 3:30-4:30 

29/11/25 St Mary’s Christmas Fair 

  

  

17/12/25 Christmas Lunch for Infants 

 

19/12/25 Infant Christmas Parties (No 

school lunch, party food lunch) / Mufti Day 

(Christmas Jumper Day!) 

  

Christmas Plays – 

08/12/25 Y1 Christmas Performance – 

2:20pm 

09/12/25 Y2 Christmas Performance – 

2:20pm 

10/12/25 Reception Christmas 

Performance – 9:20am 

  

  

03.11.25 INSET DAY  

6/11/25 and 11/11/25 Parent Consultations 

06/11/25 Y6 Bikeability begins (individual to 

be advised of their specific dates) 

07/11/25 YFSA FIREWORKS 

10/11/25 Anti-Bullying week 

11/11/25 Remembrance Day 

14/11/25 Children in Need 

24/11/25 Tulip Photography for 

Individuals/siblings 

25/11/25 Junior choir Showcase 3:30-4:30 

 

29/11/25 St Mary’s Christmas Fair 

10/12/25 WEMA Christmas Celebration 

 

 

18/12/25 Christmas Lunch for Juniors 

19/12/25Juniors Christmas celebration 

(school lunch as normal)/ Mufti Day 

(Christmas Jumper Day!) 

  

Christmas Plays – 

11/12/25 Y5 Christmas Performance – 

9:20am 

12/12/25 Y4 Christmas Performance –  

9:20am 

15/12/25 Y6 Christmas Performance St 

Mary’s Church – 2:20pm 

16/12/25 Y3 Christmas Performance – 2:20 

pm 

  



YATTON LEARNERS OF THE WEEK !

 
Congratulations to the following learners for the week s beginning 

the  29 th  September , 6 th , 13 th  & 20th October . 
Yatton Learner Skill Name Class 

Responsibility Aubrey 
Elspeth 
Harry 
Nour 
Jesse P 
Francesca 
Mylo 
Daisy 
Reggie 
Lathan 
Edward 
Amber 
Jack 
Austin 
Archie 
Emilia 

Tawny Owls 
Kingfishers 
Sea Turtles 
Giant Otters 
Jaguars 
Puffins 
Eagle Owls 
Whale Sharks 
Giant Otters 
Giant Armadillos 
Elf Owls 
Eagle Owls 
Whale Sharks 
Black Rhinos 
Giant Otters 
Giant Armadillos 

Resourcefulness 
 

Ted 
Oliver 

Giant Armadillos 
Tigers 

Collaboration Evie C Sea Turtles 

Resilience Alice 
Henry 
Naia 
Luca 
Phoebe 
Seren 

Jaguars 
Tawny Owls 
Elf Owls 
Tawny Owls 
Elf Owls 
Jaguars 

Confidence  Noah 
Oliver 
Dylan 
Oscar 
William 
Noah 
Rosa 
Marta 
Edward 
Halle 
Erin 
Luca 
Harriet 
Ellie 

Elf Owls 
Eagle Owls 
Little Owls 
Puffins 
Whale Sharks 
Black Rhinos 
Giant Otters 
Giant Armadillos 
Little Owls 
Kingfishers 
Black Rhinos 
Sea Turtles 
Jaguars 
Leopards 

Curiosity Toby K 
Isaac 
Ridley 
Eric 
Jack O 
Frederick 
Charlie 

Leopards 
Tigers 
Kingfishers 
Whale Sharks 
Leopards 
Sea Turtles 
Leopards 

All Yatton Learner Skills Cora Eagle Owls 



 

 

Fireworks: 
Yatton Schools Association (YSA) is excited to announce that online tickets are now on sale for our 
Fireworks event on Friday 7th November 2025 at Yatton Rugby Football Club. 
Join us for this amazing spectacle and help raise much needed funds for both schools. 
 
**Buy your tickets** 
 
If you buy your tickets before 1pm on Wed 5th November, you can benefit from the early bird prices! 
https://buytickets.at/yattonschoolsassociation/1851264 
 
We are only selling tickets online due to the price of printing paper tickets and not having enough 
volunteers to sell them. If the event doesn't sell out online, then we will have some to buy on the night, 
but it will be a case of first come, first served.  
All proceeds from ticket sales will fund resources and ‘extras’ for the children's education in both the 
Infant and Junior schools. The gates to the club grounds will open at 5:30pm and the display begins at 
7pm...but the bar is open until much later. No need to eat before you arrive as there will be plenty of 
burgers, hot dogs and chips with hot and cold drinks (including our famous Baileys hot chocolate). 
Please note that the BBQ is CASH ONLY.  
There will be sweets, toffee apples and glow toys to keep the children amused. We hope it will be dry, 
but if not, there will be a covered viewing area as well as an indoor bar and seating. There is no parking 
this year as Oxford Instruments has now closed so, please consider walking down if you can.  
 
Please: no bonfires, no smoking, no sparklers, no dogs. 
 
**Can you spare an hour or two?** 
We still need quite a few volunteers to ensure we can keep all the stalls open – everyone in the 
community is welcome to lend a hand – parents, grandparents, neighbours and friends. Last year we 
managed to raise £11,000 and we can’t do it without your help. The stalls do close at 7pm so everyone 
can enjoy the display. 
Here’s some of the jobs that are still available: 
· Manning the gate on the evening 
· Serving on stalls (sweets, BBQ, glow toys etc) 
· Setting down after the event 
· Litter picking spent fireworks the morning after 
 
Sign up online here: https://signup.com/go/CPQXZaB or email: WeAreYSA@gmail.com 
This is an enjoyable, family night out and one of the biggest fundraising events of the year for the 
schools. We look forward to seeing you there! 
If you have any questions, contact WeAreYSA@gmail.com or message us via the Yatton Schools 
Association Facebook page. 
 
Christmas Parties – save the dates: 
We are in the process of organising the above for all year groups so there will be more info to follow. 
For now, though, please save the dates: 
Fri 28th Nov – All Infants – time TBC but will run for an hour 
Fri 5th Dec – Years 3 & 4 and then years 5 & 6 – times TBC but each one will run for an hour  
 
Many thanks for your continued support, YSA  

https://buytickets.at/yattonschoolsassociation/1851264
https://signup.com/go/CPQXZaB
mailto:WeAreYSA@gmail.com
mailto:WeAreYSA@gmail.com


Community News 
  

 

 



   

 
   

  



 

  



 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

✨  Save the date: Friday 7th November 2025 ✨  
Weôre excited to let you know that HAF will be running Christmas/Winter holiday activities this year. 

The activity days will take place on: 

¶ Monday 22nd December 

¶ Tuesday 23rd December 

¶ Monday 29th December 

¶ Tuesday 30th December 

 

Children and young people who receive benefits-related free school meals are entitled to free HAF 

activity days. If you believe your child may be eligible, you can apply here: Free school meals 

application. 

 

             Bookings open Friday 7th November 2025 ð donôt forget to pop this date in your diary! 
 

Youôll be able to book activities online via: Eequ · After school. In place of school. Beyond school. 

 

We look forward to seeing lots of children join in the festive fun! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

The HAF Team 

 

 
 

https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/schools-learning/local-schools/free-school-meals
https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/schools-learning/local-schools/free-school-meals
https://eequ.org/northsomersethaf


 

 



 


