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	Primary Writing Units – Spring 1  Y5 The Last Zookeeper
	




	Text and Author: 
	[image: ]Aaron Becker
	Year Group: 
	Year 5
	Term: 
	Spring 1

	
	
	Final Outcome: 
	Narrative retelling



	 
	Key Learning
	
Spring Term 

	Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation
	· Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that
e.g. Sam, who had remembered his wellies, was first to jump in the river. The thief broke into the house which stood on the top of the hill.
	
·  Create complex sentences by using relative clauses with relative pronouns who, which, where, whose, when, that
e.g. Sam, who had remembered his wellies, was first to jump in the river. The thief broke into the house which stood on the top of the hill.


	
	· Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed opening clauses
e.g. Exhausted from the race, Sam collapsed in a heap.
	
· Create and punctuate complex sentences using ing opening clauses,
e.g. Grinning with anticipation, Paul
launched himself from the diving board.

	
	· Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, presently, this, subsequently.
	
· Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. firstly, then, presently, this, subsequently.

	
	· Think how authors develop characters and settings 
	
· In narrative, create atmosphere by describing characters and setting with correctly punctuated dialogue  which advances action. 




	Lesson Objective: 
	Retrieval/ Introduction 
	Direct Instruction 
	Application/ Practice
	Review/ Assessment

	Lesson 1: LO: To explore and engage with a new text.
	[image: ]Do the children know any other Aaron Becker books? 

Watch the trailer – link in notes.

Show the first page and quote:

‘Only if we understand, can we care. Only if we care, will we help. Only if we help, shall we be saved.’ – Jane Goodall

Facilitate discussion about what this mean.

[image: ] 
What do you think this mean?
Talk about Jane Goodall and watch YouTube clip link in notes. Jane Goodall Little People Big Dreams book for context- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lczFkzYWC1Y


	Share new text with children.
Stop and discuss as you are going through.

Teacher info:
The Earth has flooded. The only signs of humankind are the waterlogged structures they left behind. Peeking out from the deluge are the remnants of a zoo, home to rare and endangered animals, survivors of long neglect. Tender-hearted NOA is a construction robot who’s found new purpose as the caretaker of the zoo’s beleaguered inhabitants. Bracing for the next storm, NOA builds an ark from the wreckage in search of new land, only to discover something even more profound. With boundless compassion and sweeping scenes of sea and sky punctuated by detailed wordless panels to pore over, Caldecott Honor–winning creator Aaron Becker delivers a timely and concrete message about the rewards of caring in even the most difficult of times that is sure to inspire the dreamers among us

Brief discussion on structure of the story. Highlight that it starts with a problem. 

[image: ] Model one like, dislike, puzzle and connection. Ensure to use conjunctions to justify opinions / reasons and ? for questions.

I like the contrast between a futuristic main character and a setting which seems historical.
I found the story difficult to understand as there weren’t any words.
I wonder what happened to humankind?
This story reminds me of the story of Noah’s ark.

	Does this story remind you of anything?
[image: ]
 using post its notes collect the class’s likes, dislike, puzzles and connections ensuring children justify their opinions with conjunctions (5-10 minutes)
[image: ]

Independently children complete the book talk grid.

	[image: ]
Share excellent examples of complex sentences. Unpick any key misconceptions from assessment during independent task.


	[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson 2 – LO: To become familiar with the events of a narrative
	[image: ] What can you remember? What did you like / dislike? What connections did we make?

Re-read story and recap story mountain structure which pupils should know. Discuss usual structures of a story and whether this story fits. 

[image: ]
Show the 7 plot types and ask the children which type they think this story is.

Overcoming the monster
Rags to riches
Quest
Voyage and return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth



	This story could be quest but the Noa links makes it work best as a rebirth. 

Teacher info - Much like spring, this plot is all about renewal, transformation, and new beginnings. The hero of a rebirth plot is often misguided, and changes for the better under the guidance of another, wiser character, or because they are inspired by love, family, or the greater good to become a better person. The rebirth plot is seen in The Lion King, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, A Christmas Carol, The Secret Garden.

Unlike other stories, this story starts after what feels like a main event (problem) has already happened and the story is about overcoming further problems by working together for the greater good.

[image: ]

Model retelling and creating a story planner using the images. Explain that we will keep this to refer back to and that we need to practice telling the story aloud as it’s challenging to only have pictures in the book! Add expanded noun phrases and appropriate story telling language – adverbial and conjunctions This should be modelled in real time. You may wish to ‘chunk’ this- model adding to a couple of pictures and then children complete theirs before coming back together and allowing for CFU throughout the process.

Example script: 

Picture 1: After a flood, a robot named Noa, tried to keep surviving animals alive

Picture 2: As the weather worsened, Noa worked to design a boat.
Picture 3: Unfortunately, the flood water rose so Noa courageously returned to collect the animals.

Picture 4: Once the animals were safe, Noa began to build an ark from the buildings.

Picture 5. When it was built, the animals boarded the ark and it set sail.

Picture 6: During the voyage, the ark was hit by a huge storm and was washed ashore. 

Picture 7: Out of nowhere, a second robot arrives in a hot air balloon.

Picture 8: Together, the robots delivered the animals to the safety of a new world. 






	[image: ]

Children use the images and word bank to write a sentence about each picture. This will be a working document and does not need to be stuck into books. Explain that when we focus on different skills/ parts of the story, we will add some examples to refer back to.

Work with guided group who will need more support structuring their ideas and applying their existing knowledge of adverbs and conjunctions. 

Children then retell the story to themselves and partners to increase familiarity of structure and linking ideas with adverbials and conjunctions. 



	
[image: ]
Share excellent examples of complex sentences. Unpick any key misconceptions from assessment during independent task.

Retell the story using pupils’ complex sentences to ensure pupils are familiar with the basic structure.

	Lesson 3 – LO: to practise using prepositional phrases

Short write- setting description


	[image: ]
How many prepositions can you write in 1 minute?

Use this to create a word bank – ensure that these ones are included:

From
Through
Beneath
Across 
Above
Beyond
Under


	Recap prepositions, using video on slide if wanted. 


[image: ]
Using the picture from the text, model using the list of prepositions to build adverbials of place to improve a simple sentence. Remind children that the comma is used to separate the phrase from the main clause if it comes at the start of the sentence. For example

From the edge of the jetty, Noa watched the water rise. 
Noa watched the water rise from the edge of the jetty. 
Beneath the shelter of the canopy, Noa watched the water rise.
Noa watched the water rise beneath the shelter of the canopy.
Through the pouring rain, Noa watched the water rise.

[image: ][image: ]

Ask children to restructure the sentence below moving the preposition to the front. 

Noa watched the water rise, through the pouring rain.

Then give children a simple sentence and ask them to add an adverbial phrase to the beginning.

The lights shone.

e.g. Through the rain, the lights shone.

Then give children a prepositional phrase and ask them to add a simple sentence.

Underneath him, 

[image: ][image: ]





Explain to children that we will practice applying prepositional phrases in a short setting description today. We will be able to use these ideas when we write our final narrative outcome. 

Give children time to look at the picture on the slide. They may have this printed to stick in books so can use this on tables. Generate expanded noun phrases as a class using ambitious, interesting adjectives. Collect together as a class. 
[image: ]

Model writing first two sentences 
I want to begin by describing what the robot was doing- working to protect the animals. I want to use a prepositional phrase to describe where it was happening.

Across the shimmering water, a tall yellow robot stood on the shore, working carefully to protect the animals around it.
[image: ]

Share whole WAGOLL if needed. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216437692]Across the shimmering water, a tall yellow robot stood on the shore, working carefully to protect the animals around it. On top of the rocky island, the family of pandas huddled together while waves crashed below them. A grand city rose from beneath the depths with domed buildings and tall walls. In the distance, tents flapped gently in the breeze beside the sandy beach. 






	
[image: ]
Pupils to write short setting description, using prepositions on slides to help them to create prepositional phrases to build cohesion. Use ideas on flipchart for expanded noun phrases and WAGOLL/ model to support. 

[image: ]Pupils to use a variety of cohesive devices e.g. adverbials, conjunctions, relative clauses

	[image: ]
Pupils to check prepositional phrases are all correctly punctuated.

Then select their best sentence and add to their planning sheet to support them when they come to write this part of the story next week. Teacher to check sentences being added to ensure correctly punctuated.

	Lesson 4- LO: to practise complex sentences including relative clauses.


	[image: ] Retrieval – identify and correctly punctuate the relative clauses on slides.

Challenge – write your own ambitious sentence about this picture including a relative clause
	Remind children of the definition of a relative clause. Explain that we have mastered putting these at the end, but we can also embed these in the middle of sentences.
[image: ]
Using picture stimulus to model turning simple sentences into complex sentences by adding a relative clause. 
Model identifying the noun where we are adding detail and explain that we need to separate the relative clauses using commas. We should be able to remove the relative clause and be left with a main clause that makes sense- model reading this aloud. 

Simple sentence: The water lapped the rocks.

Complex: The water, that continued to rise, lapped the rocks.

Simple: Noa held the cage. 

Complex sentence: Noa, whose head was covered in flamingos, held the cage ready to rescue the animals.


[image: ] [image: ]


Pupils to add relative clauses to the sentence, first using the scaffold with commas to support them to choose the correct relative pronoun.  Encourage pupils to check by removing the embedded clause to read the main clause aloud. 

Children then to add relative clause to add detail about the nouns in bold.  

Simple sentences: The pandas climbed on the rocks.

The clouds drifted through the sky.

Example responses:
The pandas, which were clinging on desperately, climbed on the rocks.

The clouds, which looked angry and grey, drifted through the sky.

CFU opportunity- commas and appropriate relative pronouns.

[image: ]
Children create a complex sentence including an embedded relative clause, using picture stimulus on WB. Is your sentence correctly punctuated?

	
[image: ]
Independent task - Children create complex sentences including a relative pronoun (who, that or which), using a different picture stimulus.


[image: ]GDS- relative clauses to add the most relevant information.
Pupils to use a thesaurus effectively to improve vocab choices (selectively!) thinking about impact on the reader. 





	[image: ]

Share excellent examples or example with common misconception to unpick as a class e.g. not using most appropriate pronoun. Pupils to check appropriate pronoun and correct punctuation use. 

Use this information to select your guided group for next lesson. 

	Lesson 5: LO: To build cohesion in a setting description
	[image: ] 
Rewrite the sentences including an embedded relative clause with correct punctuation.
Tick or fix on next slide- CFU, support pupils who need it during this task and to spotlight/ support further.



	Explain that today we are going to focus on writing a short setting description about a dramatic part of the story today- the voyage and storm.

[image: ] In pairs, children complete zones of relevance activity for storm at sea vocabulary. Whole class CFU – relevance of vocabulary.


[image: ][image: ]




With provided nouns phrases, pupils to expand these using most relevant vocabulary and add detail using an embedded relative clause.  CFU- appropriate relative pronoun and punctuation. Pupils to keep these to scaffold their writing (ensuring they are correctly punctuated!)

[image: ]
Describe thought process of beginning the setting description. It may be easier for pupils to focus on the boat to begin with to give context of the action happening. 

I want to start off by using a prepositional phrase to explain where the ship is. It’s in the middle of the ocean but I want to use an ambitious adjective to describe it.
In the middle of the ferocious ocean, a wooden ship was thrown around.
Next, I think I’ll describe the waves and maybe the sound of them as will help to build some atmosphere. I’ll use one of my relative clauses as well. 
 The relentless waves, that crashed over the side, threatened to drag the boat under. 



	[image: ]
Independent task – short burst write. Children use the relevant vocab, preposition list and relative pronouns to describe the stormy scene. Use whiteboard sentences to support.

[image: ]Carefully chosen prepositional phrases. Carefully chosen adverbs/ fronted adverbials to build cohesion.


Further modelled sentences can be used to support with guided group work.E.g.

Noa held on tightly, while he steered the ship forward. From the ominous clouds, rain steadily poured and lightening crackled. The wind, which roared incessantly, billowed through the ship’s sails. The terrified animals coward underneath the deck.

	[image: ]

Pupils to self- assess against SC. Prepositional phrases to explain where

Relative clauses to add extra detail 


Pupils add their best sentence including expanded noun phrase and containing embedded relative clause-teacher to use this as an opportunity to check embedded relative clauses are correctly punctuated. Share/ unpick any common errors. 

	Lesson 6 – L.O. To punctuate speech accurately
	
[image: ][image: ]

Tell your partner  the rules for punctuating direct speech- draw upon all existing knowledge.

	
[image: ][image: ]



Identify and correct mistakes in speech punctuation in sentences. Pupils to discuss and rewrite correctly. CFU and support pupils with gaps in their knowledge based on previous assessment. 

CFU with further examples, building in opportunities to partner talk and then cold call. Listen in to partner talk, spotlighting key pupils. Model correcting the mistakes on board.
[image: ]
Explain that today we will focus on a part of the narrative where the robots talk to each other about their plan. This will help us with ideas and accuracy when we come to write our whole narrative. 


Model writing speech between two characters using image from the book with a couple of sentences including action for context.
The purple robot strode forward. 
“I came as fast as I could! You need help, don’t you?” asked the purple robot.
The yellow robot straightened, relief flashing in its sensors, “Yes! Look at them—they’re hungry and thirsty. I’ve tried to keep them calm, but the water is running out.”

[image: ][image: ]
Dictation- pupils to focus on correctly punctuating speech. Check for Understanding- support pupils who need it and use this to identify pupils needing support with written tasks.

“We’ll manage. First, let’s find fresh water for the giraffes,“ the purple robot said.
“The elephants need it too. They’ve been stranded for days,” the yellow robot replied. 


Show the passage and pupils tick or fix their transcription referring to the rules identified earlier.  Use this to CFU and identify pupils who may need further support in the next part of the lesson. 


	
[image: ]


If pupils cannot complete task 1 accurately, we won’t want them to move onto task 2 where the task is less scaffolded! Pupils will need to self mark and teacher to check in if they are not accurate.
[image: ]Vary speech verbs and positon of reporting clauses. 

Based on assessment during the lesson, group pupils who will need more support with task 1 for extra teacher support.


If pupils have completed task 1 and 2 accurately, they could move on to begin writing their own short passage containing dialogue between the two robots.


	[image: ]
Pupils to explain all speech rules to their partner, using their work to support. Teacher to use self-marking to assess understanding.






	Lesson 7 LO: to convey action through speech.

	[image: ] [image: ]
Pupils to correctly punctuate speech on whiteboards. Check in with children from yesterday needing extra support and CFU with whole class. Share answers.


You’re here at last. I was starting to lose hope Noa said.
The purple robot paused to look at the animals. I came as soon as I could. How bad is it?

	
[image: ] Show 2 examples of text - one where speech is moving action forward and one where it isn’t. Ask the children what is same / different.

Explain that we are going to use complex sentence and dialogue to move action forward – specifically -ing opening clauses. 

Kneeling down with the animals, Noa whispered, “It’s alright, I have a plan.”

Discuss why this is helpful- take responses from pupils, thinking about the impact it has on the reader e.g. To make it more interesting.
To help the reader picture what is happening alongside the conversation.
To show the characters’ facial expressions, actions and body language to accompany the speech.
To help our writing to flow (build cohesion).
To help advance the action
 
[image: ]Explain that we are going to complete a short write today including speech again but this time focusing on advancing the action, using -ing starters to help us with this. 

Model adding an -ing verb starter to  the first 2 sentences on the slide.

Waving his arm, the purple robot said, “I’ve got space in my basket for all of you.”

Moving closer, Noa explained, “We need to move quickly because the tide is coming in.”
Then model adding speech to the -ing verb starter and the reporting clause: 

[image: ] [image: ]


First, give the children an -ing verb starter for them to add speech.

Passing the elephant,

Then give some speech and children add an -ing verb starter.

The purple robot called, “I’ve got him!”



	
[image: ]
Children write 2 paragraphs, describing the action of the robots meeting and putting the animals into the balloon, ensuring they have included --ing verb opening clause and speech to convey action.

[image: ]Pupils to blend dialogue with action and description. 

Use scaffold on slide with ideas for speech. There are further scaffolds in resources with -ing clauses and speech ideas to use as needed or as a basis for guided group work. 









[image: ]



If pupils have finished the task and completed star challenge, you may want them to move on to try and apply these skills more independently using the picture from the next part of the story- what would the robots say to each other and what would be happening when the robots see the island? 
	[image: ]


Children to add dialogue ideas to their plan for final two sections (final picture if they have completed task today.) Teacher to use this as an opportunity to assess. Unpick any common misconceptions or share excellent examples which build in action alongside dialogue.

	Lesson 8 LO: To begin writing a cohesive narrative 

(N.B We are building cohesion with relative clauses and prepositional phrases)

Writing P1 and P2
	[image: ][image: ]
Retrieval – pupils to practise oral rehearsal of the story using their annotated pictures. 






 
	
[image: ]
Referring back to planning sheet and pictures and any other shared resources used in this unit that would be relevant, model writing the first two sentences of the opening. We are ensuring a clear focus on relative clauses and prepositional phrases and including ambitious vocab.
Let me start with this opening sentence. I want to look carefully at the prepositional phrase at the start. In the midst of a disastrous flood,  a robot named Noa surveyed the devastation of the land.
I want to think about what it was that he could see in the destruction- the ruined buildings maybe?

All around him, he could see the buildings now lying in ruins. Could I add some extra detail about what the buildings used to look like with a relative clause?

Model re-writing and including the embedded relative clause- 


All around him, he could see the buildings, which had once been beautiful, now lying in ruins.


[image: ][image: ]
Pupils write their own first two sentences, using their plans. CFU before pupils go on to complete their paragraphs independently. 


[image: ]
Children listen to paragraph 2 example. 

Once he knew they were fed, Noa decided to make a plan. Thinking hard, he drew up careful designs. While the weather worsened, he knew he was running out of time. From the jetty, he launched his model boats and tested them meticulously.

	[image: ]

Children write picture 1  independently then come back together to talk through picture 2 before writing, referring back to planning. 










	[image: ]
Children to punctuate relative clause correctly with commas. Then check this in their own writing.

	Lesson 9: To write a descriptive, cohesive narrative

Writing P3 and P4
	[image: ]

Re-read your writing so far – checking against previous SC. Edit according to feedback. Edit for punctuation of relative clauses and prepositional phrases. This will need to be tweaked with some deliberate modelling of editing according to assessment. 

	[image: ]
Mini edit of yesterday’s writing based on success criteria. Teacher to model how to re-read a sentence and rewrite it correctly based on feedback. An example sentence is shared on the slides where the relative pronoun is not appropriate and where a comma needs to be added. There may be other aspects of pupils’ writing where there are common errors so this needs to be adapted as necessary.

Explain that we will be moving on to write the next part of our narrative today where the weather worsens and Noa thinks of his plan before building his boat. Again,we want to include relative clauses and prepositional phrases but today we really want to focus on our accuracy, building on feedback and editing from yesterday’s work.
[image: ] Where could we add a relative clause? Which pronoun works best?

Shared write on pictures 3 and 4 – focusing on adding relative clauses for detail and correctly punctuating these. Keeping this displayed during pupils’ independent writing could be useful. 


[bookmark: _Hlk216437620]Unfortunately, the weather turned and the flood waters rose once more. As quickly as he could, Noa courageously returned to help the animals again. Bending down, he gently lifted the vulnerable animals into the safety of a cage, which was made of sturdy iron.

Once the animals were safe again, Noa returned to his plan. Working tirelessly, he carefully crafted an enormous arc from the ruins of the old world. Sawing, chopping, drilling, pulling and welding, his ship began to take shape.
[image: ]
If needed, pupils to write their first couple of sentences on whiteboards to support with teacher’s CFU and to ensure pupils are feeling confident to begin when they write in books. 
	[image: ]

Children write to match pictures 3 and 4 independently, reminding pupils to include their added detail with embedded relative clauses. 



	[image: ]
Teacher to model re-reading today’s writing- this could be from the shared write or a piece of children’s work (anonymously if necessary) and model checking against success criteria. Children then to check own work to check punctuation is correct for embedded relative clauses, prepositional phrases and subordination.

	Lesson 10 LO: To write a descriptive, cohesive narrative 

Finish narrative- pictures 5,6,7,8

N.B You may wish to split this across two lessons, but it would be good for pupils to complete a longer write.
	[image: ]

Re-read your writing so far – checking against previous SC. Edit according to feedback. Edit for punctuation of relative clauses and prepositional phrases. This will need to be tweaked with some deliberate modelling of editing according to assessment. 

	[image: ]As yesterday, following assessment, teacher to model specific editing of a sentence with a deliberate mistake that needs to be corrected. Use this as a basis for pupils’ editing of yesterday’s writing and work with a guided group based on assessment.


Share SC for final 4 paragraphs, explaining that we will be adding extra layers into our writing today, showing off our expertise in using -ing clauses and speech to advance the action. 

[image: ] Look back at your storm setting and your speech lessons.

Retell paragraphs 5-8 to your talk partner ensuring to include -ing verb openers and speech.
[image: ]
Model adding -ing clause to a sentence based on picture 5. 

When the arc was built, Noa knew he had to work fast to get the animals on board. Clambering aboard, Noa looked around to check that there were not any animals left behind. 

	[image: ]

Pupils work to complete their narratives, including -ing clauses and dialogue to move the action on. 
	[image: ]
Teacher to share successful examples with the class- demonstrating how –ing clauses have been used and accurate speech punctuation. Children to check punctuation is correct for dialogue. 

	Lesson 12 LO: to proofread my own work carefully
To edit and improve my writing. 


	[image: ]
Pupils to read feedback, check against their SC and identify what their next steps will be. 

If needed you may want to refer back to previous lesson on direct punctuation. 
	[image: ]
This lesson will need to be planned according to assessment from the class’s writing. Some prompts are on the slides to guide pupils’ editing. Teacher needs to model some specific improvements, modelling the editing process aloud.

Work with guided groups as appropriate.



Mini focus – relative clauses / prepositional phrases

Mini Focus - -ing verb starter / speech to convey action.
	
	





Lesson 3 setting
Across the shimmering water, the tall yellow robot stands on the shore, working carefully to protect the animals around it. On top of the rocky island, a family of pandas huddle together while waves crash below them. Behind the robot, a grand city rises with domed buildings and tall walls. In the distance, tents flap gently in the breeze beside the sandy beach. Beside the robot’s feet, tiny islands sit in the shallow water, where tigers rest in the sun. With nets in its hands and tools by its side, the robot moves slowly through the water, helping the creatures around it.

[bookmark: _Hlk216439622]Lesson 5 Setting- In the middle of the ferocious ocean, a wooden ship was thrown around. The relentless waves, that crashed over the side, threatened to drag the boat under. Noa held on tightly, while he steered the ship forward. From the ominous clouds, rain steadily poured and lightening crackled. The wind, which roared incessantly, billowed through the ship’s sails. The terrified animals coward underneath the deck.
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