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	Primary Writing Units – Autumn 2 Year 2 The Comet 
	1




	Text and Author: 
	The Comet by  Joe Todd-Stanton 
[image: ] 

	Year Group: 
	2
	Term: 
	Autumn 2

	
	
	Final Outcome: 
	Poetry



LSP Writing Progression Learning Objectives: 
	  
	Key Learning 
	Autumn Term
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	5a (spelling recap) 
5b Mastery  

	Spelling  
	Follow the progression of your Spelling  Programme to ensure pupils have sufficient practice to master the Y2 Spelling objectives.  

	Handwriting 
	Follow the progression of your Handwriting Programme to ensure pupils have sufficient practice to master the Y2 handwriting objectives.  

	Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
	· Select, generate and effectively use verbs
	· Identify, understand and select verbs to complete sentences. 
· Generate, select, and effectively use verbs. 
· Independently, edit and improve own writing by strengthening the use of verbs.

	
	· Use present and past tense correctly and consistently.
	· Identify and begin to use past tense accurately and consistently

	Composition: Planning 
	Plan and discuss what to write about e.g. story mapping, collecting new vocabulary, key words and ideas.
	· Discuss and plan what to write about e.g. story mapping, innovating on a known story, generating and developing vocabulary and ideas

	Composition: performing 
	· Edit and improve own writing in relation to audience and purpose. • Evaluate their writing with adults and peers
	· Read aloud their writing with intonation, taking note of punctuation to make the meaning clear, e.g. pausing at full stops, question marks and exclamation marks.


 
	Lesson Objective: 
	Retrieval/ Introduction 
	Direct Instruction 
	Application/ Practice
	Review/ Assessment

	Lesson 1 
[bookmark: _Hlk211539064]L.O. To discuss and express views about a story.


Resources needed:

The Comet  text

LO strips for pupils to glue into books

Lesson support sheet with picture cues and stem sentences

Stem sentences to glue in as scaffold if needed

SSP GPC and CEW mats

	Introduction
Explain that we will be exploring The Comet by  Joe Todd-Stanton. 

Today we will read the story and then discuss and express our views about it.


	Read the story to the class. 

Explain that when we read a story, we form opinions about what we like and dislike. Share definition of opinion. 
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Teacher to share something they liked and disliked. Refer back to story. 
E.g. I liked when Nyla spent time with her Dad doing things they enjoyed
I disliked when Nyla moved to the city as she didn’t like it and felt sad.
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Share slide which displays the stem sentence, ‘I liked when... because’. Ask chn to use the stem sentence and tell their LP something they liked about the text. 

Share slide which displays the stem sentence, ‘I disliked when... because’. Ask chn to use the stem sentence and tell their LP something they disliked about the text.

Use next slide to explain that we can also make links with other texts we know. Ask, ‘does The Comet  remind you of anything you’ve read before?’ Teacher to model with examples relevant to their class (book examples on the board e.g. The Comet  reminds me of The Begu because they both have characters who are sad in the city .) 

Next explain that stories can remind us of experiences we’ve had. Ask, does The Comet  remind you of any experiences you’ve had? Teacher to model an example e.g. It reminds me of when I moved house. 
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Teacher to model writing a response on flipchart paper. Model sticking in LO (if you do this) . Then model skipping a line and writing while thinking aloud:

 ‘I liked when (be explicit that you are copying this from the stem sentence resource) Nyla’s Dad picked her up from school  (now I want to give a reason using my conjunction) because they did things together they enjoyed.’

Reference resources that can help (GPC/CEW mat, word bank). Reference –ed suffix for ‘picked’. Model using GPC mat to spell ‘kind’. 

Verbally share what you plan to write for the star challenge, ‘It reminds me of Beegu  because the character is sad in the city too ’ Add this to flipchart when children are moving to tables so that they have this to refer back to.
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Pupils to stick LO into books at the top of the page

Use resources to help generate their response. 

Sentence stems:
I liked... because 
I disliked… because 
It reminded me of

Scaffolding: Stem sentences to stick in. 

Ensure SSP specific resources are accessible to all pupils to support with spelling and writing. 
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Pupils to share an idea in pairs/ with the class.

If necessary, have an example response that contains a common error that children have made in their writing. Ask them to check their own work for this error.  



	Lesson 2 
[bookmark: _Hlk211540602]L.O. Identify and understand verbs in a sentence


Resources needed:

LO strip 

You may want to print off You Do slide for pupils who will not be able to track from the board. 
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Retrieval
Ask chn, ‘What is a verb?’ LP talk. 
Share verb definition: a verb is an action or state. 
Repeat definition using I say, you say.

Children work with LP to identify which two words on the slide are verbs. 

Tick and fix . 

CFU – identify pupils who are not secure in understanding of a verb and ensure that your check their learning during the rest of the lesson. 

Share purpose of our learning today- to identify verbs in a sentence


	
 Share slide with sentence from book “We cook delicious meals’. Model identifying the verb: ‘A verb is a word that is an action. In this sentence the action they are doing is cooking. So cook is the verb.”
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We are going to find the next verb together. Remind children that a verb is an action. 

Choral read the sentence on the next slide: We pretend to be wild animals

Which word is the action?   Work with LP to identify  the verb – share on whiteboards. 

CFU – identify pupils who have been able to identify the verb. Focus on pupils who have not been able to. 

Repeat with the next sentence: We watch the sun rise. 
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What were the 3 verbs we identified: cook, pretend, watch. 

Model writing cook in a sentence making sure you model all aspects of writing the sentence (letter formation, capital letters, full stops etc). 

I am going to write a new sentence  with the verb cook in it.  It is still going to be about Nyla and her dad. My sentence is : Nyla and her dad cook together after school. 

I am going to underline the verb. 
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Now I would like you to write a sentence using the verb watch in in. The sentence is going to be about Nyla and her dad. The sentence is: In the morning Nyla and her dad watch the sun. 

Children transcribe sentence on the MWB. Teacher models writing the sentence and children tick or fix it.  

CFU to identify pupils who are still not secure in their udnerstanding of a verb – work with these pupils at the start of the independent part of the lesson. 
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Explain chn’s task: to identify verbs in sentences and then create our own sentences using these verbs. 

Model gluing LO strip onto top of page (if you do this) . Teacher to work with guided group who need support. 

Scaffolding: you can orally compose new sentences with a group and children transcribe the given sentence. 
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Challenge-  rewrite sentences using a different verb
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Showcall – ask pupils to readout their new sentences they have written (carefully select pupils you know have either achieved this or who have made a common misconception that you want to address). 



	Lesson 3 
L.O. To carefully choose verbs

Resources needed:

LO strips for pupils to glue into books 

Word bank support sheet for use at tables

SSP GPC and CEW mats 
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Do now
Use slide and ask children to write a verb that would go in each sentences. Once complete, ask pupils to show you and use this to inform your CFU


	Today we will be choosing more powerful and interesting verbs. 

What is a verb? 

[image: ]Identify the verb in the sentence on the slide: One night I see a comet. 

LP and then share on MWB – CFU 


Display slide with different verbs for see.  Ask children to read these aloud together. 

Think Pair Share: which of these could be used instead of see? Which have a similar meaning? Which are better than see? Why? 
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Model saying sentence with a different verb – check that it still makes sense.  You may want to repeat with a couple of word choices to decide on the best – model making your decision,

Model  writing your new sentence. 
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Share slide  with next sentence. Ask pupils to Think, Pair, Share which word is the verb.  Show on MWB – teacher CFU to identify if you will need to work with a guided group.  

Now ask pupils to give better verbs to replace run , scribe on board. 

Pupils put one of the new verbs into a sentence – share saying this with their learning partner. 

Now write their sentence on MWB – share. 
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Chn to stick LO in at top of page (if you do this) . 

1. Identify the verb from the  sentence
2. Write at least 3 other verbs that could replace it
3. Choose the most effective one and re-write the full sentence. 

Scaffold: you may want to prepare a word bank of verbs for pupils to select (especially if they need vocabulary support). 

Ensure SSP specific resources are accessible to all pupils to support with spelling and writing. 
 
Whilst children are completing this task,  check their work and select sentences to showcall at the end of the lesson. This could be to illustrate strong practice but also to pick up and reteach any common misconceptions. 

	Showcall sentences from pupils (use a visualizer if you have one). 

	Lesson 4 
[bookmark: _Hlk211588696]L.O.  Identify and begin to use past tense 

Resources needed:


Printed word grid for do now (print from slide if needed) 
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Do now

Show word grid and ask pupils to identify the verbs. Write on their MWB

Scaffold: give print of slide and circle verbs 

Show the verbs on the next slide. Check children’s answers and CFU.


	Explain that today we are going to be exploring the past tense. Ask pupils what this means: 

The past tense tells us that something has already happened.
We use it when we talk or write about things that took place before now.

Show sentences on next slide, chorally read as a class and give children a short time with LP to dscide if they are past tense – whole class response to elicit understanding. 

· Nyla looked out of the window.
· Dad cooks dinner with Nyla. 
· The comet glowed in the sky.
· She gasped as it passed by.

Each verb shows something that already happened — it’s in the past tense.

What do they notice about the endings of verbs in past tense – all of these have the suffix ‘ed (pupils have covered this in Y1 phonics). 
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On flipchart, model changing  walk to past tense by adding -ed suffix.  Then ask pupils to change jump and look to past tense on the MWB. 

👉 walk → walked
👉 jump → jumped
👉 look → looked
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Explain that some verbs change completely in the past tense. 

go → went
see → saw
run → ran
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Show next slide with verb word grid. Ask pupils to work with LP and ask them tochange verb to past tense and  sort into ‘Add -ed suffix’ or change word.  You may want to model  a couple of words. 

Scaffold: to support pupils to organise their thinking you may want to print of sorting table. 

CFU: look at pupil responses as pupils who are not yet secure will need additional teaching or scaffolding during independent task. 
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Whole class transcription exercise: 

Read present tense sentences and ask children to write them in past tense. 

Nyla runs to the window and looks at the comet.
The comet shines brightly as it flies across the sky.
She feels amazed and gasps in wonder.
Stars twinkle and the mountain glows under the light.
Nyla sees her father and calls him to watch the comet.

	Pupils tick or fix their transcription sentences. 

Nyla ran to the window and looked at the comet.
The comet shone brightly as it flew across the sky.
She felt amazed and gasped in wonder.
Stars twinkled and the mountain glowed under the light.
Nyla saw her father and called him to watch the comet.


	Lesson 5 
L.O. Identify and use past tense
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Do now

Choral read sentences  – are they past tense? Whole class response to CFU. 

Nyla looks out of the window as the comet blazes across the sky.
She ran to her father and grabbed his hand.
The stars twinkle above the glowing mountain.
Nyla gasped when she saw the comet’s bright tail.
The comet soars higher, and she feels excited.
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Explain that we are now going to write a short narrative piece about the comment in past tense. 

Model on flipchart using some of the past tense verbs to write a short narrative: 

Nyla lived in the countryside with her father. They walked home from school together and cooked their dinner. As the sky darkened they watched the stars and comets as they flew across the sky. 
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Children write their own short narrative in past tense. 

Scaffold: you may want to give some pupils verbs they might want to include in their writing (give them in present tense so children have to change them to past tense)  
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Pairs read sentences to each other and identify the past tense verbs.  

	Lesson 6 
L.O.  to perform a poem 


Copies of the poem The Comet
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Do Now  

Show verbs to children – ask them to match present  to past tense. 

Scaffold: Alter the amount of words


	Explain that over the next few lessons we are going to be exploring the Poem The Comet by Kate Wakeling. 

Explain that this is a performance poem so meant to be read aloud.  

Watch the two performances of the poem: 
Poetry By Heart | Comet
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Model explaining which was your favourite and why: 

My favourite performance was Luke’s because of the pace and speed he used when performing the poem. 
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Pupils compose sentence explaining their favourite performance of the poem and why. 

Explain that we are going to perform the poem today.   To do this we are going to prepare for the performance by becoming familiar with the poem so we can perform with the same enthusiasm as Luke and Kate. 
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Model marking up the first stanza of the poem to prepare for performance, Use fluency marking techniques including marking punctuation, actions, pace and volume. 

Model performing first stanza. 

Now perform as a class. 
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As a class, mark up the second stanza to prepare for performance.  Together prepare this stanza for performance. Critique performance and then repeat with improvements. 
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Pupils work in pairs. Allocate them a stanza to prepare and perform using marking up that you have modelled. 

 Practice performance. 

Perform to  partner pair. Feedback and critique , Pairs then improve and prepare to perform again. 
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Put pairs in group so between them they can perform the whole poem. 

Watch group performances. 

	Lesson 7 

L.O.  Plan and write a poem

Resources needed

Poem Plan 

Verb bank (add to this following pupil suggestions) 

Success Criteria
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On MWB ,  write some exciting/ powerful/ boring synonyms for the verbs given (write in past tense). 


Share children’s suggestions against your own on next slide. 

	
Explain that we are going to write our our performance poem based on The Comet. Share success criteria and explain each element of it. 
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Teacher Modelling:
Share the writing frame for the poem. Explain that we are going to write parts of the lines that are past tense verbs that convey the energy and speed of comets. 

Model writing the first verse on flip chart. Make sure you emphasise any points you know your class need to secure: 

We are going to write in the first person as if we are the comet. I want to create the image of the comet moving across the sky at night. I’m going to use some of the powerful past tense verb lists we created at the start of the lesson.  I know comets don’t move in straight lines – they twist as they move so I’m going to put that in my first line… I twisted across the sparkling sky. I like the alliteration in sparkling sky, I’m going to copy and have two verbs with alliteration at the start of the line. I’m going to write I twisted and tumble. That sounds good. But tumble is not past tense – I need to change it to tumbled. 

(Model whole  poem if you need it) 

I twisted  and tumbled across the sparkling sky,
Leapt, dashed and whizzed past the silver moons high.

I raced and flickered through the glittering stars,
Tripped, tumbled and twirled past planets and Mars.

I skidded and bounded around the blazing sun,
Leapt, lunged and flipped laughing, shouting, having fun.

I sprinted and soared through the velvet night,
Twisted, spun and hurled with the stars flashing bright.
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Share write the second line of the verse. 

Read the verse to children and then together using fluency and prosody. 
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Children work independently to write their own first verse using the structure. 

Scaffolding:  
· Change poem plan to indicate how mane verbs in each line 
· Verb bank
· Guided group for pupils who need additional shared write before working independently
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Teacher model: use either your model poem or one written by a pupil (if you want to exemplify specific elements of the SC) to model how to use success criteria. 

Model how to read/ perform poem for this element of the SC.

Model editing and improving first draft. 
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Children edit their own first verses against the SC. 

Write next verse. 

	Pupils to read aloud what they’ve written so far to their table partner. 

Children perform first verse with partners. 


	Lesson 8 

L.O. Write and edit a poem 

Resources needed

As yesterday


This could take more than one lesson. 
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Powerful verbs – write a more powerful past tense verb to the ones given. 
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Model writing the next verse of your poem but ensure that you include aspects that you have seen need reinforcing from yesterday’s lesson and work completed by pupils eg. Making sure verbs are past tense, using powerful verbs. 
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Children finish writing their poem – ensure they do this a verse at a time with time to edit and improve before going onto the next one. This will mean they  do not repeat errors etc across multiple verses. 

Teacher CFU as they write each verse and feedback/ showcall common errors or strengths. 

Extend: 
Pupils can improve the end of each line that has been given to them.  You may want to work with a guided group to model this. 

	

Complete final review of poem with SC and make edits. 

	Lesson 9 

L.O. To perform poem 

Resources needed 

A copy of their poems to mark up for performance  

Performance success criteria
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Re-watch Luke and Kate’s performance of The Comet Poem. 

What did we like about them?

What elements are we going to include in our own performances? 

	
Today we are going to prepare and practice for performing our poems. Share performance SC and check pupils understand wheat each element means and will look like. 
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Model marking up your poem for performance. 

Model performing a verse – make explicit why you are making choices about how you perform the poem. 
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Pupils complete mark up and practice performing poem. 


Work in 3s to perform poems to one another and feedback. Practice performance again, based on feedback. 
	

	Lesson 10 




	Poem Performances

Consider how you will share performances (this could include recording to share with families etc) 
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