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	Portraits and Self Portraits, Van Gogh & Arcimboldo
	Year 2 



	What are we learning:
	What do teachers need to know?
Key learning
	How are we learning:

	
	
	Teaching input:
	Pupil learning activity
	Resources
	Assessment

	Lesson 1
Portraits and self portraits 


To investigate portraits by a variety of artists.

Portraits and self portraits

To investigate a range of drawing media and the marks they can make 

	Portraits communicate identity, status, emotion, and story.
Artists choose how much to reveal or hide about a subject.

	· Do you know what a portrait is? Do you know what a self-portrait is? Children to think, pair, share their ideas. 
· Explain that a portrait is a picture an artist paints of someone else and that a self portrait is a picture that an artist paints of himself or herself. Go through the examples of portraits on the slides. For each image, ask children to discuss the questions on the slides: What can you see in this portrait? How does it make you feel? What is the artist trying to say about this person or these people?
· Next, show the children examples of some famous self-portraits, asking the same questions.
· Why do you think artists create portraits of themselves and other people? Children to think, pair, share their ideas then go through the suggestions on the slides.
· Tell children that next lesson they will be creating their own self portraits so today we will be looking at some techniques to help us do this.
· Show children some different portraits on the slides and ask them to think about certain aspects, e.g. how has the artist made this person’s hair look wavy? 
· Tell children that today they will be trying out some different ways of making marks using some different media. Let them know that they are just practising today so they do not need to worry about making mistakes or creating a finished picture.
	Using slide 16 find as many similarities and differences between the two portraits as they can. Adult to scribe on printed version. This can be photocopied for their books.

Use the activity paper and Practice from the picture of the PowerPoint. Alternatively, model this using the visualiser. Give children some time to reproduce the effects shown on the practice sheet.
	Slides
Self portraits

  Slides
Paper 
Sketching pencils
	Do children know the difference between a portrait and a self portrait? 

Can children talk about the work of a variety of artists and say what they think and feel about it?  

Can children compare and describe a variety of self portraits?

Can children discuss how artists have created different effects?

Can children investigate how to make different marks using sketching pencils?

Can children use a variety of media to create different effects?

	Lesson 2
Portraits and self portraits

To be able to record self portraits from observation.

	Teachers should know that observational drawing means:
Drawing what is actually seen, not symbolic features (e.g., “almond eyes,” “circle head”).
Using measurement, comparison, and careful looking.
Observing shape, form, tone, and proportion.

	· Ask two children to leave the classroom and stand outside the door where no one can see them. When the children have left, ask the rest of the class what they look like. What colour eyes do they have? What colour hair do they have? How are they wearing their hair today? What colour socks do they have on? How many freckles do they have? When you have discussed these questions, ask the children to come back in and check whether the class’ response was correct. Tell children that today they will be creating self portraits of themselves and to do this is it very important to look carefully. We often think we know what people look like but don’t always look at them carefully to make sure. 
· Tell children that today they will be using mirrors to draw portraits of themselves. What can you remember from last lesson about the different marks we learnt how to make? How will this help us today when we are making our self portraits? Children to discuss ideas as a class. 
· Go through the information on the slides about how to draw a self portrait
	Provide children with a mirror. In their sketchbook children to draw their self portrait using a sketching pencil.

Photocopy this for the next lesson.
	Slides
Sketching pencils
Sketch book
mirrors

	Can children use observation to create a self portrait? 

Can children apply a variety of techniques when drawing? 

Can children evaluate their work and the work of others and identify strengths and weaknesses?

	Lesson 3
Portraits and self portraits 

To explore how colour can be used to convey moods and emotions

	Teachers should know that:
Bright, saturated colours feel lively, bold, happy
Dull, desaturated colours can feel quiet, tired, or serious
Light colours often feel soft or gentle
Dark colours often feel dramatic, scary, or intense

	· Show children the colours on the slides. Which of these colours would you most associate with being happy? Why? Children to discuss ideas. Repeat with several other colours and adjectives on the following slides. 
· Explain that colours can convey moods and emotions. Colours can be angry, sad, happy, soft, loud and many other things. Artists use colours in portraits and self portraits to show moods and emotions. Show children the portrait on the slides. What colours has the artist used and why? Children to think, pair, share their ideas then repeat with the following image. 
· If you could pick one colour to represent you, what would it be and why? Invite children to share their ideas. 
· Tell children that today they will be using colours in their self portraits to help say things about them. Go through the suggestions on the slide for how they can do this and how they can make lighter and darker colours by adding white and black paint to the same colour.
	Using the photocopy of their self portrait children to then paint their portrait. Limit children to a choice of 3 colours, asking children to explain their choice before painting
	Photocopy of portrait
Sketching pencils
paints
Mirrors
	Do children know that artists use colour to portray emotions and moods?

Can children identify colours associated with different emotions and moods? 

Can children apply colour to portraits to portray ideas?

	Lesson 4
Portraits and self portraits 

To be able to create a portrait sculpture

	CT to have a practise with the clay, including painting it. This will help understand how best to use the equipment and offer advice.
	· Explain that portraits do not always have to be pictures. There are lots of other ways of creating portraits of people. Show children the picture of the bust on the slides. How do you think the artist has created this portrait? Invite children to share ideas. 
· Tell children that today they will be creating a portrait using clay. Go through the steps on the slides to demonstrate how to do this. 
· Remind children of the work they have done on colour. When your clay portrait is dry, what colours will you use to paint it? Will you use realistic colours or will you use a colour to portray something about yourself? Children to discuss ideas.
	Provide children with some clay. Children to work independently to create their clay portraits. Children to paint their clay portraits once the clay is fully dry. EXTEND - instead of creating a flat sculpture, children could sculpt a more 3D sculpture in the style of a bust. Children to think about the shape of the head and what the back of the head would look like as well as the front.
	Slides 
Clay 
Clay tools 
Paint
	Do children know that portraits can come in many different forms?

Can children work with clay to create a portrait?

Can children apply a variety of skills and techniques in their work?

	Lesson 5
Portraits and self portraits 

To know about the life and works of Van Gough

To create a collage portrait.
	Born: 30 March 1853 in Groot‑Zundert, Netherlands.
Died: 29 July 1890 in Auvers‑sur‑Oise, France.

Van Gogh had several careers before becoming an artist at age 27: art dealer, teacher, lay preacher, and missionary.
He struggled with mental illness throughout his life, including the famous incident where he cut off part of his ear during an argument with Gauguin in 1888.

	Introduce the children to Vincent Van Gogh. 
Go through the PowerPoint, you can also watch the video for consolidation about Van Gogh (children might prefer the video).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKpnBQTOcyM

Go back to the PowerPoint and show some example of portraits by artists using collage.

Explain that they are going to create their own collage portrait. 
	Children to use the collage materials to create a self-portrait. 
	Paper
Card
Tissue paper
Wool
Glue
Scissors 
	To know about the work of a range of artists, looking at
the work of a Van Gogh
I can explain that Van Gogh was a famous artist who
painted portraits.
I can use colours to portray emotions in a portrait.
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques,
such as making a collage.
I can use collage materials to make an abstract
portrait.

	Lesson 6
Portraits and self portraits 

To know about the life and works of Arcimboldo

To create a collage portrait in the style of Arcimboldo

	Born: c.1527 in Milan, Italy; Died: 1593 in Milan. 

Began his career designing stained‑glass windows and frescoes for Milan Cathedral before becoming a court painter. 

Worked for Habsburg emperors Ferdinand I, Maximilian II, and Rudolf II in Vienna and Prague, spending over 25 years producing artworks, theatre designs, and allegorical portraits. 

His patrons valued cleverness, symbolism, and intellectual puzzles—qualities that shaped his art.

	Go through the PowerPoint on Arcimboldo.
Focus on information about Arcimboldo:
Who was Arcimboldo? A painter
What is he famous for? Paintings of portraits make out of fruit and flowers
Where was he born? Italy
How many years ago did he live? Over 500


Independent learning: Children to create their own portrait collage using pictures of fruit and veg.
	
	
	To know about the work of a range of artists, looking at
the work of Arcimboldo.
I can talk about Arcimboldo portraits.
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques,
such as making a collage.
I can use collage materials to make an abstract
Portrait
of Arcimboldo.
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