
	Textiles Christmas decorations 
	Year 2 Autumn 


	
	What are we learning:
	What do teachers need to know? Key learning
	How are we learning:

	
	
	Teaching input:
	Pupil learning activity
	Resources
	Assessment

	Lesson 1
Seasonal decoration

To explore and analyse existing products
	The idea of decorating a tree for Christmas began in Germany, where they used to add fruits and nuts to trees once the leaves fell off to symbolize the promise of spring to come.
But in 1605, a fur tree was brought inside and adorned with paper roses, candles, nuts, and fruits, which was groundbreaking! The idea of decorating a tree indoors took off and spread across Germany

	· What is a Christmas decoration? What is the function of it? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 

· A Christmas decoration is an attractive ornament that is hung up in people’s homes before Christmas, for Where did this tradition come from? 
· Using the slide, share the popular legend that many people believe is the origin of this Christmas tradition. 

· Nowadays, a wide range of Christmas decorations in different colours, styles and shapes can be bought. However, some people prefer handmade decorations that can be used year after year.

· What would you expect a Christmas decoration to look like? Encourage children to think about size, colour, materials, decoration, joins, and who would use it. 

· Explain that the colour, materials, size, decoration and joins used for a Christmas decoration can be divided into two main categories: function and visual appeal. 

· Ensure children understand these terms. Which aspect belongs to which category? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 

· Which do you think is the most important category for a Christmas decoration, and why? • Tell the children that today they are going to explore and analyse existing Christmas decorations, thinking carefully about both the function and visual appeal of each one.
	Children choose one of the Christmas Decoration Cards to stick in the middle of their worksheet or book and then answer the questions in the boxes surrounding it. Use adult support to encourage the children to explain their answers.
	Lesson 1 decoration examples
Lesson 1 decoration analysis sheet
Slides lesson 1
	Can children discuss and assess the functionality of a variety of Christmas decorations? 

Can children discuss and assess the visual appeal of a variety of different Christmas decorations? 

Can children compare and contrast different Christmas decorations?

	Lesson 2
Seasonal decoration


To explore different ways to join fabric using sewing skills

	
	· Thinking back to the last lesson, what makes a successful Christmas decoration? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 
· Remind the children that both function and visual appeal are important to the success of a Christmas decoration design. Explain that today we are going to focus on the function of a Christmas decoration, by using our sewing skills to explore different stitches to join pieces of fabric together. 
· If we wanted to sew two pieces of fabric together, what equipment would we need? Why? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 
· Using the slides, show children how to line up the edges of the two pieces of fabric, and then pin the two pieces of fabric together. 
· Show children examples of the different stitches they could use. Do you know what any of these stitches are called? Have you used any of these stitches before? 
· Use the slides to ensure children know how to thread a needle, and secure their first and last stitches with hidden knots. 
· Tell the children that they are going to explore which joining stitch will be the best to make a Christmas decoration with.
	Children investigate a running stitch. They can use Sewing Stitches Instruction Sheets if needed
	Lesson 2 Slides
Felt / binka
Needles
Thread 
	Can children identify different sewing stitches? 

Can children thread a needle and secure a knot? 

Can children join two pieces of fabric together using a sewing stitch?

	Lesson 3
Seasonal decoration



To explore different ways to decorate fabric using sewing skills

	Practise sewing different items to have examples and give advice
	· Remind the children that both function and visual appeal are important to the success of a Christmas decoration. Tell them that today we are going to focus on visual appeal by exploring some different decorative features we could use. How can a Christmas decoration be made visually appealing? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 
· Use the slide to show children that there are many different decorative features or techniques that can be used – the colour and texture of the fabric chosen, the use of buttons, beads, sequins and ribbons, and the sewing skills of embroidery and appliqué. 
· Show children various examples of Christmas decorations. Can you identify the different techniques that have been used? Do you think that they have made the decoration visually appealing? 
· Now ask them to compare and contrast different decorations in terms of their visual appeal. Encourage children to think, pair, then share their opinions.
· Tell them that today they are going to explore different ways to decorate fabric by using and developing their sewing skills.










	Practise sewing different stitches and sewing different items on the felt. Use the ppt for examples
	Slides 3
Felt
Sequins
Pip cleaners
Needle
Scissors
Thread 
	Can children use stitching for decorative purposes? 

Can children sew a button/bead/
sequin/ribbon onto fabric accurately?

Can children see how to combine these skills to create a design for a product?

	Lesson 4
Seasonal decoration


[bookmark: _Hlk215674082]To design a Christmas decoration

	Class teacher to look at classes decoration ideas and make simple templates for lesson 5 in preparation. 
	· Tell the children that today they are going to be using their knowledge of how to use sewing stitches for both joining materials and decorative purposes to design a Christmas decoration! What will we need to think about before we begin our design? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 
· Explain that first, we need to think about the design criteria. Do you know what this means? Can you think of any important design criteria for a Christmas decoration? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 
· Tell the children that the design criteria are the specific goals that must be achieved in order for the product to be successful. Two important design criteria for a Christmas decoration are function and visual appeal. Can you think of any other important design criteria? 
· One aspect that could affect the design criteria is who the decoration, or ‘product’, will be for. This person can be called the ‘user’. Tell the children that they can design a Christmas decoration for themselves, a family member, or a friend. They will need to take that person’s likes and dislikes into account, and this could lead to extra design criteria. How will your choice of user affect your design criteria? 
· Show children the likes and dislikes of three different ‘users’. What extra design criteria would you add for each of these users in order to ensure the decoration appeals to them?
· Now encourage children to think about what joining stitches and decorative techniques they will use on their design. Use the following slides to show children examples of how they can combine the different decorative techniques to create even more visually appealing Christmas decorations. 
· Tell the children now that they have thought carefully about the important aspects of functionality and visual appeal, it is time for them to create their own design.
	Complete Lesson 4  product design questions
	Slides 4
Lesson 4  product design questions
Teacher template ( individual from class)
	Can children use their knowledge of joining stitches when designing their product? 

Can children use their knowledge of decorative techniques when designing their product? 

Can children identify which parts of the making process they may find challenging?

	Lesson 5
Seasonal decoration



To use sewing skills to make a Christmas decoration

	
	· Tell the children that today they are going to be following their design to make their Christmas decoration! Once we have gathered all of the equipment and materials on your plan, what is the first thing you will need to do? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 

· Using the photos on the slides, show children how to cut out the template, pin the template to the fabric, and then cut around the edges accurately. • Next, again using the photos on the slides, show them how to line up, pin and sew the two panels of their decoration together. 

· Finally, show the children how to add a loop of fabric or ribbon to their decoration so that it can be hung up.

· Encourage them to refer to their plan regularly, and think carefully about each step in the process. Tell the children that if they need to change part of their design during the making process, they can. Explain that most designers alter their plans along the way in order to improve the finished product.

· • Before they begin, remind children to be sensible with the scissors, pins, needles and other other equipment they are using.
	Children work independently to follow their design to make their decoration, using the Decoration Template
	Class teacher decoration template- front and back panel 
Slides 5
	Can children follow a design to create a successful product?

Can children use appropriate sewing stitches to join and decorate fabric? 

Can children work safely and sensibly with a range of materials and tools?

	Lesson 6 seasonal decoration 

[bookmark: _Hlk215674980]To evaluate a finished product
	
	· Tell the children that now we have finished making our Christmas decorations, we need to evaluate them. What does this mean? Why is it important? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 

· Explain that when we evaluate a finished product, we need to look at how successful it is. It is important to do this so that we know what worked well, and how we could improve on our design next time. One of the most crucial questions we need to ask ourselves is, ‘Does it meet the design criteria?

· Remind children of the two main design criteria for their decorations: strong, secure stitches and visual appeal. How could we test/assess these two criteria? Think, pair, then share your ideas. 

· Discuss the suggestions for this on the following slide with the children, and if you wish, spend some time conducting these assessments. 

· Tell the children that now they are going to evaluate both the making process and end product further by answering and asking questions. 
	Children complete Evaluation Sheet by answering the questions about the making process and their completed product in as much detail as they can
	Slides 6
Lesson 6 evaluation sheet
	Do children understand the importance of evaluating a finished product?

Can children identify what has been successful with their design?

Can children identify any improvements that could be made to the design?
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